
FFRREEQQUUEENNTTLLYY  AASSKKEEDD  QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS::  
 

 Why do I need to be in community at CPC? 
 You don’t.  However, when you come to faith in Christ you are already in 
community. You are in fellowship with the Father, Son, and Spirit by virtue of 
becoming a new creature (2 Corinthians 5:17). You are also in fellowship with all 
those who belong to Christ (Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, etc.).    
 We live in a culture that emphasizes individuality and fragments us from 
others. We typically follow our careers and move far away from family. We are 
encouraged by modern technology to live in isolation from others as we listen to 
our iPods, watch movies on our individual DVD players or video phones, and 
work on our laptops even while we are traveling. We are created to be part of 
community, but we live as individuals and remain isolated from one another.   
 Even in churches we frequently prize anonymity. Ecclesiastes 4:10 points out 
that we need others to know us, and they need us to know them. If our only 
contact with other believers is a worship service of 200 or more people, we 
simply don’t have the depth of relationship we need with brothers and sisters to 
know them. Even in Adult Middle Hour classes we can’t develop the type of 
relationship where we know one another well enough to live the connected lives 
that the Bible calls us to live.  
 At CPC we want to help you to live your life in ways that are balanced with 
your new identity in Christ (Ephesians 4:1) so that you live intentionally and with 
integrity. In order to help you live as part of the body of Christ we not only provide 
corporate worship and education, we also work hard to provide opportunity to 
participate in groups that allow for greater communication and honesty. 
 

 What are Home Fellowship Groups? 
 Home Fellowship Groups are communities where we encourage folks at CPC 
to live out “one another” commands. They are also where the first line of pastoral 
care is experienced. The people in your HFG will know you better than the rest of 
the congregation. 
 We are working to provide support and encouragement for the leaders of the 
various kinds of communities at CPC (Bible studies, support groups, Home 
Fellowship Groups, etc.). We encourage the leaders of these groups to work with 
their members to:  

• use their gifts in ministry,  
• to share deeply in each other’s lives and to build each other up in Christ, 

and  
• to look beyond themselves as they do ministry in order to fulfill the great 

commission and to make disciples.   
 

 How do I learn about Home Fellowship Groups?  
 In our August 2008 sermons we will focus on the importance of what the Bible 
teaches us concerning being part of community. Along with that we will publicize 
in a booklet the communities that are active and open to new members. On the 
third and fourth Sundays in August we will have tables set up downstairs in the 



quads so that folks can walk around and talk with representatives of the various 
open groups to find out which groups they would like to visit. Our hope is that 
once people visit groups they will find a place where they can plug in and live in 
community. We believe this will be a great help to the folks at CPC as they grow 
spiritually. 
 

 What happens when I “sign up”? Am I making a commitment to join a 
group?   
 When you sign up, you are simply expressing interest in visiting a group with 
the goal of finding out if it is a good fit. You can visit as many groups as it takes 
to find the one that you believe will best encourage you to grow spiritually and 
where you can use your gifts in ministry. You are not making any long-term 
commitment as a member. The leaders have committed to serve their groups for 
the academic year. 
 

 What if the group I visit isn’t a good fit? 
 Look over the list of groups to find another group to visit. You can find a 
complete list on our congregational web page, or you can talk with Steve Green 
who works with the community leaders. We have groups that meet on various 
days of the week, have various demographics, and study various topics. Our goal 
is to have a group that will be a good fit for everyone who attends CPC. We 
realize that your participation in groups is something between you and Jesus. We 
can encourage and provide opportunities. You have to determine which groups 
are a fit and where God is calling you to plug in. 
 

 Why have an annual “open enrollment”? 
 We anticipate that folks will want to get involved in a community. This open 
enrollment will hopefully express a welcome to the folks who want to get 
involved.   
 Open enrollment will also give folks an opportunity each year to evaluate their 
group involvement. If the group has grown too large, this provides an opportunity 
to form two groups from one.  
 

 How do I go about starting a CPC Home Fellowship Group? 
 We are glad you asked. We are on the lookout for new leaders who sense 
God’s call to use their gifts of leadership in our community ministry. There are 
some steps to take as you move into leadership:   

• You must be a member of CPC to lead a group here.   
• You need to talk with the Home Fellowship Group ministry leader, Steve 

Green. 
• After speaking with Steve, you will recruit members and determine the 

logistics of your group (day of week, topic of study, location, child care [if 
needed], etc.). 


